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JUNIOR LEAGUE OF WASHINGTON MEMBERS TO SUPPORT LITERACY AT 
NATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
WASHINGTON, DC ─ August 30, 2010 ─ More than 450 Junior League of Washington (JLW) volunteers will join the Library of Congress to promote literacy at the 10th annual National Book Festival (Festival) on Saturday, September 25, on the National Mall.  This is the ninth year the JLW has demonstrated its commitment to literacy through its support of the Festival.

The event, organized and sponsored by the Library of Congress, is free and open to the public from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. between 3rd and 7th Streets on the National Mall.  The Festival began in 2001 with approximately 30,000 people attending and the event has grown in popularity to include more than 130,000 attendees and renowned authors.  This year’s theme is “Celebrating a Decade of Words and Wonder” and includes more than 70 authors, illustrators, and poets in the categories of Children, Teens & Children, Fiction & Mystery, Poetry & Prose, History & Biography, and Contemporary Life.  
“The Junior League of Washington is honored to once again support the National Book Festival and the Library of Congress in their efforts to celebrate literacy,” said Maria Marks, Junior League of Washington President.  “For over ten years, the Junior League of Washington has focused its volunteer efforts to strive to lead, coordinate, and support programs in the Washington, DC area that enhance literacy skills in the community.  The National Book Festival is the perfect partner for us and we are incredibly pleased to be involved for our ninth year.”
In addition to the opportunity to meet beloved authors, listen to poetry readings and author discussions, have books autographed, and have photos taken with PBS storybook characters, the Festival’s Pavilion of States features representatives from the 50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories celebrating their unique literary heritage.  For a full list of participating authors and additional information, please visit http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/. The website also offers a video looking back at the first decade of the Festival; brief "video vignettes" from interviews with past festival authors; and easy access to website offerings from past festivals.
About the Junior League of Washington

Founded in 1912, the Junior League of Washington is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and improving communities through effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.  For more information, please visit www.jlw.org. 
About the Library of Congress
Founded in 1800, the Library of Congress is the nation’s oldest federal cultural institution. The Library seeks to spark imagination and creativity and to further human understanding and wisdom by providing access to knowledge through its magnificent collections, programs and exhibitions. Many of the Library’s rich resources can be accessed through its website at www.loc.gov and via interactive exhibitions on a personalized website at myLOC.gov.

