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NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT

Thanks to our dedicated members, the 2021-2022 JLW 
year was a memorable one. Despite the uncertainty 
and changing conditions presented by the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, our members once again showed 
their resiliency, rising to each challenge to support our 
members and the DC community in a meaningful way. 
I’m grateful for our members’ efforts in ensuring the 
League’s mission was fulfilled.

Our theme Centering Our Community was at the heart 
of everything we accomplished - and after more than a 
year of being remote, engaging members was a priority. 
Finding ways to bring everyone together was a big part of 
our mission for the year, especially once we were able to 
re-engage in person as the year progressed. 

Together we’ve found new ways to support our 
long-standing community partners, which created 
more impact for them and JLW. We also engaged 
new community partners, and built bridges to other 
community organizations through our Community 
Roundtables. We built upon what we learned from 
our Community Assistance Fund last year, and these 
grants, in amounts up to $5,000 each for urgent, basic 
needs, are now a part of our regular grants portfolio, 
allowing us to connect and support more members and 
organizations in our community.

Our in-League and fundraising placements have brought 
our members together in virtual, hybrid, and in-person 
formats to reach members where they are, and expand 
their programming to offer a robust selection of trainings, 
speakers, and fellowship activities to learn and grow. 

The Strategic Sustainability Council (SSC) focused on 
strategies to further our mission. The board tasked 
SSC with developing infrastructure and investing in the 
advancement of diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging 
within our JLW community, which is one prong of the 
JLW Strategic Plan 2027. The new strategic plan begins 
with the 2022-2023 year, and sets forth goals for building 
belonging, building community capacity, building for 
change, and building our brand and relationships. This 
issue will highlight the new plan and how JLW will set it in 
motion. Lastly, our new focus area, in effect on June 1, will 
expand our work and community impact.

There’s so much to come in the next few years, and I’m 
excited to see how JLW grows! Our members are the 
center of our JLW community, and I know that the sky’s 
the limit of what JLW members can achieve when they 
come together. 

It’s been my honor to serve as JLW President. I’m so 
thankful I had the opportunity this spring to meet so many 
of our  members at events and volunteer opportunities. I’ll 
be forever grateful to all of you for your trust and support 
in granting me the opportunity. On behalf of the 2021-
2022 Board of Directors, our leaders, and  staff, thank 
you for all you’ve done this year to build upon our strong 
foundation and set JLW up for a successful future!

In service, 
 

Amanda Walke
2021-2022 JLW President 20
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M I S S I O N
The Junior League of Washington (JLW) is an organization of women 
committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, 
and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of 
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.Cheers to the end of the 109th year  

of the Junior League of Washington!
With the JLW’s 109th year now closed, I’m 
reflecting on all we’ve accomplished this last 
year and how we are focusing on a bright future! 

V I S I O N
The Junior League of Washington strives to be a vibrant presence in the 
lives of the women and children in the greater metropolitan area of the 
District of Columbia, serving as a resource throughout the community to 
effect positive change, seek common ground, and inspire hope.

F O C U S
The Junior League of Washington (JLW) focuses our financial and 
volunteer resources on supporting pathways to opportunity across the 
greater Washington, DC metropolitan area. We have adopted a broad 
approach in response to evolving challenges facing our community, 
in order to produce real change. Supporting Pathways to Opportunity 
includes supporting educational, professional, and financial programming 
and resources for children, adolescents, young adults, adults, as well as 
capacity building for community organizations.

O U R  C O M M I T M E N T  
T O  D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N
The Junior League of Washington welcomes all women who value 
our Mission. We are committed to inclusive environments of diverse 
individuals, organizations, and communities.

O U R  M E M B E R S
At present, over 2,300 women in the Washington, DC, area are members 
of the JLW. The League organizes and trains these women for effective 
action and leadership in our community through orientations, seminars, 
and “hands-on” experience. Throughout our history, the JLW has provided 
millions of volunteer hours and more than $5.8 million to the community. 
Membership in the JLW today empowers all women to volunteer and help 
those in need through our selection of volunteer opportunities.
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F U N D R A I S I N G  F U N  F A C T S

For our second annual Little Black Dress Initiative,   

WE RAISED $25,220

WE 
RAISED 
OVER  

$40,000 
for our annual fund - with 
more than 450 gifts and an  
average donation of $96

We had over 

130 
RECORDED  
IN-KIND 
DONATIONS  
to the league, totaling over $160k

We had

1,504  
UNIQUE 

DONORS 
and TICKET PURCHASERS 

during the year 

Between the two raffles that we 
held with Holiday Celebration 

Party and Tossed & Found - 

WE RAISED 
OVER 

$31,000 
 or 3,182 raffle tickets and  
Holiday Celebration Party  

 sold over 160 photo sessions 

57  
ADVOCATES 
participated

328 
DONORS

$68 
DONATION 

average

5  
CAF GRANTS 
were funded
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YREFRESHED & REDONE:  
THE NEW LOOK OF 
KITCHEN TOURS 
Embracing the need for change and innovation, the 2022 
Kitchen Tours underwent some renovation this past year. To 
meet League members where they were, Committee Chairs, 
Annie Morgan and Sophie Barry, created an array of hybrid 
programming: a series of virtual pre-events and a virtual 
recipe collection, all culminating in an in-person garden party. 

In years past, the event would include walking tours of homes in different neighborhoods 
throughout the DC-area in an effort to introduce members to beautiful design and decor 
in new parts of the city. But, with many homeowners still uneasy about having hundreds 
of people walk through their homes, the committee took a different approach to engage 
with members. Rather than focus on diversity of neighborhood, the committee looked to 
create events with cultural diversity and adopted an international theme. 

“This year, no matter what the format, we knew that we wanted to center the Kitchen 
Tour around a theme of cultural sharing and diversity. After all, hosting is a way of 
bringing people together and exchanging ideas - something that eventually we’ll all be 
able to do again,” shared 2021-2022 Co-Chair Sophie Barry.

With around 60 members attending in February and April, respectively, the “Around the 
World Craft Cocktail Class” and “Taste of Italy” virtual events were a rousing way to kick 
off Kitchen Tour 2022. 

To put together the second edition of the Kitchen Tour virtual recipe collection, over 100 
recipes were collected from JLW members. Used as a fundraiser, those who donated 
received a copy of the digital booklet including dishes spanning from classic Southern 
comfort food to flavorful Caribbean entrees. 

To conclude the series, the Kitchen Tour Committee hosted an event evoking springtime 
around the world at JLW Headquarters, the Loughborough House in Georgetown, on 
April 30, 2022. Approximately 200 people attended the Kitchen Tour Garden Party, which 
took place in both the indoor and outdoor spaces of the historic house. Cuisine, musical 
selections, and decor were all carefully curated to embrace the theme and highlight local 
and international cultures. 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS’ 
ANNUAL NATIONAL 
BOOK FESTIVAL
For nearly two decades, the Junior League of Washington (JLW) has provided 
volunteer support to the Library of Congress’ annual National Book Festival. 
Since its inception, the event has become one of the most prominent literary 
events in the country and with more than 43,000 hours pledged over the years, 
this partnership is among one of the League’s most cherished. 

“For 19 years, we have provided thousands of volunteers and hours of service 
to support the National Book Festival, which brings together the power 
of books, reading, and education to visitors from across the country,” said 
Amanda Walke, 2021-2022 president of the Junior League of Washington.

The 2021 festival was held from September 17-26 and hosted by television 
personality reading advocate, LeVar Burton. The festival included a 
wide array of events, Q&As, interviews across live and virtual platforms 
showcasing nearly 100 authors, poets, and illustrators. 

Themed “Open a Book, Open the World,” the festival highlighted the impact 
that reading can have on an individual and their world view. This theme was 
especially impactful as JLW moved towards its new focus area of supporting 
pathways to opportunity through improved access to education, professional 
and financial development, and capacity building resources in our community. 

“Since 2003, the Junior League of Washington has been honored to partner 
and support this event, and we look forward to continuing our relationship for 
years to come,” said Walke.
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OF HORTON’S KIDS
An interview with  
Miranda Summers Lowe,  
a longtime volunteer. 
*This interview has been condensed and edited for clarity 

As part of its focus area creating pathways to opportunity, the Junior League of Washington 
(JLW) through its continued partnership with Horton’s Kids, understands the positive impact 
that tutoring and mentorship can have in shaping the younger generation. 

What made you choose to volunteer on the Horton’s Kids Committee and what has kept you 
coming back?

I was interested in Horton’s Kids because of the youth engagement and because they work 
so much close to the Capitol Hill area. I found that I was much more engaged as a volunteer 
when I could easily show up to an event or volunteer shift without a lot of commuting fuss. I 
come back because the kids are wonderful, I learn a lot about what’s happening in my local 
community, the new education methods, and the flexibility in earning committee points.

What do you believe is the importance or lasting legacy of our partnership with Horton’s Kids

Horton’s Kids has evolved a lot as an organization in my five years on the committee. I believe 
that because there have always been Junior League volunteers available, the staff feel that 
they can try new things, take risks, and expand their programming. 

What has been the most rewarding aspect of the committee?

I tutored the same young lady through elementary and middle school. When she graduated 
from high school, I cried. In an area with such low high school graduation rates, I truly felt like 
the work that the Junior League and Horton’s Kids did set her up with a huge advantage in life.

What has been something you have learned while volunteering for Horton’s Kids?

I don’t usually work with kids, and so some of the training that Hortons Kids offers volunteers 
on education, talking to children, building mentorship relationships, or tutoring methods has 
been really helpful. Now that I’ve met the people who live [in Anacostia] and spent time there, I 
understand that East of the River is a warm, vibrant community, home for a lot of DC residents.

What is a piece of advice you’d give someone wanting to get involved with Horton’s Kids

My best advice is that it gets better if you stay on the committee for a while. It can be hard to 
build relationships with the kids if you only see them a few times a year at events. But once you 
get to know them, it’s amazing to watch them learn and grow. I think you also get more skilled 
as a volunteer. 

LITTLE BLACK DRESS 
INITIATIVE ARRIVES  
IN WASHINGTON, DC
In early October of 2021, the Junior League of Washington (JLW) held 
its second annual Little Black Dress Initiative (LBDI). LBDI volunteers, 
called “advocates,” participate by wearing the same black outfit for five 
consecutive days to illustrate the limitations that poverty placeson women’s 
access to resources, their confidence, and advancement opportunities.  
Each advocate is able to internalize the experience to gain a deeper 
understanding of these aspects of poverty and share her realizations, along 
with information about poverty in the region, to raise awareness on social 
media of unmet needs in our community.  In addition to pre-approved facts 
and imagery, advocates posted a selfie of themselves in their outfit or mask 
on their social media under the hashtag #LDBI.

Advocates are also expected to 
leverage their networks to raise 
funds for a designated cause. For 
JLW’s October 2021 LBDI event, that 
cause was the Community Assistance 
Fund (CAF), which was formed in May 
2020 as part of JLW’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

LBDI was held between Monday, 
October 18 and Friday, October 22. 

In LBDI’s second league year 
in Washington, 55 participating 
advocates raised 615 donations from 
495 unique donors, which amounted 
to $29,251.19 in total to invest back in 
our community!
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AWARD WINNERS!
CARLY MITCHELL
Sally Carruthers Spirit of Voluntariam

AW
A

R
D

S

LISA RAHO
President’s Award for Excellence, Community Placement

HANNAH ALLEMAN & AMANDA GALLEN
President’s Award for Excellence, Community Support

RAIKO DAI
President’s Award for Excellence, In-League

LAUREN POTEAT
New Member Rising Star

NCHOPIA NWOKOMA
Outstanding Volunteer, Transfer

SARA MCGANIT Y
Outstanding Volunteer, Sustainer

BETH BREEDING
President’s Cup

A B O V E  A N D  B E Y O N D  A W A R D

Erica Anaya
Mandy Asgeirsson
Alyssa Baran
Summer Bravo
Kirsten Byerts
Amna Choudry
Julie Crump

Gaybrielle Gant
Natalie Hales
Melissa Hancock-O’Neil
Lindsay Jenkins
Crystal Jezierski
Tiffani Moore
Rian Reed

Nina Selipsky
Karine Semple
Pamela Traxel
Morgan Whalen
Randi Williams

P E E R  A W A R D

Jan Abraham
Hannah Alleman
Mikayla Bouchard
Lacey Bowman
Sarah Carey

Julie Crump
Raiko Dai
Stephanie Driscoll
Katrina Dunn
Hannah Grantham

Robin Leed
Julie Nolan
Nancy Piness
Randi Williams

S U P P O R T E R  O F  J L W

Carter Alleman
Matthew Bravo

Justin Maturo
Jerry Tsao

Congratulations
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Maureen Abel
Dominique Adkins
Lise Adkins
Susanna Aguirre
Saba Alavi-Parham
Elizabeth Alcorn
Aubrey Aldrich
Christina Alexander
Terry Algire
Hannah Alleman
John Alleman
Maria Allen
Megan Allen
Taylor Alsobrooks
Arthur Amos
Hatley Amy
Erica B. Anaya
Emily Ancinec
Tara Andersen
Krista Anderson
Brooke Anderson
Sarah Helen Anthony
Sheila Archambault Helke
Nikota Archie
Olukemi Are
Gale Arnold
Amanda Asgeirsson
Allison Avent
Christina Babcock
Adam Baca
Beverly Backus
Michelle Bacon
Priscilla Baker
Shanti Barnett
Juliana Barrett
Sophie Barry
Allegra Bartscherer
Lauren Baskins
Jacqueline Bass
Kayla Beauduy
Ali Bedford
Jennifer Belair
Julie Beltz
Kristen Bemis
Ted Benakis
Betsy Bennett 
Gwinneth (“Daisy”) Berexa
Mary Bergmann

Diane Berinstein
Jenna Berinstein
Sonya Berinstein
Renee Berkowitz
Lizey Bernstorf
Chantal Bhan
Cierra Billings
DeBorah Bingham
Laura Blanton
Mary Beth Bloomberg
Janie Boschma
Katraisa Bostic
Caroline Boulton
Kate Bowers
Emily Bowman
Vivian Boykins
Jane Boynton
Ansley Braden
Samantha Brainard
Matt Bravo
Summer Bravo
Beth Breeding
Meghan Britt
Chantelle Britton
Kristy Brouwer
Adrienne Brown
Barbara Brownridge
Karen Bruni
Matthew Bruno
Joy Bryan
Colleen Bucher
Cheron Burns
Claudia Bush
Kirsten Byerts
Catherine P. Byrd
Miriam Cabezas
Katherine Calcutt
Lynda Cannon
Brittany Cardoza
Desiree Carey
Hannah Carmack
Lorraine Caron
Jacklyn Carrillo
April Carter
Marsha Carter
Carla Cartwright
Jennifer Caterini
Kelsey Cavanaugh

Chelsea Cerio
Amanda Chait
Carol Chandler
Belle Chiu
Jina Choi
Tiffany Choice
Jennifer Choudhry
Catherine Clapp
Delna Clark
Kristy Clark
Catherine Cleland
Cher Cloude Topps
Jared Cohen
Joseph Colella
Lauren Collins
Tonyell Collins
Sarah Comiskey
Kayla Connor
Frank Connor
Elizabeth Conroy
Susan Coppola
Julia Corrigan
Liliana Covington-Stout
Robert Crawford
Torine Creppy
Erin Cromer
Janell Cruey
Juliana Crump
Patti Cucchiara
Read Cullen
Carrolyn Cummings
Diane Cummins
Grace Czechowski
Raiko Dai
Kimberly Davis
Shabrina Davis
Jane Davis
Sheila de Castro
Mikema Defang
Kelly DeLoach
Lativia Dennis
Tarin DeVitto
Susan Dickson
Michele Dobiecki
Doug Dooley
Laisha T. Dougherty
Ashley Douglass
Emily Droder

Arnitra Duckett
Lauren Dudley
Elizabeth Duff
Erin Duffy
Natalie Duncan
Susan Dungan
Simona Dunn
Katrina Dunn
Joy Dyess
Amanda Eager
Cordell Eddings
Laura Edmondson
Gretchen Ehle
Mary Elledge
Maria Estefania
Kristen Ethredge
Maureen Faul
Patricia Fell
Julia Fermoile
Dexter Fields
Leslie Fitch
Jeremy FitzGerald
Jennifer Fitzpatrick
Katie Flanagan
Leslie Folsgaard
Caren Forsten
Raquel Fox
Jean Foxworth
Barbara Franklin
Alana Frazier
Stephen Frederick
Jacqueline Frederick-Maturo
Michelle R. Freeman
Molly Fromm
Sarah Gadsden
Jennifer Gafford
Shana Gainey
Amanda Gallen
Barbara Gallen
David Garcia
Jordan Garcia
Simone Garcia
Denise Garner
Tiffany Garner
Samantha Gass
Desiree Gaston
Katherine Gensler
Georica Gholson

Jill Gibbs
Deborah G. Gill
Merry Gindorf Nicholson
Mary Ginn
Coby Glasserow
Melanie Goerke
Lara Gold
Colleen Golden
Quincy Goldsmith
Thomas Gonyeau
Lee Gordin
Melanie Gordon
Sonja Gordon
Christina Gorga
Claire Gould
Manuela Goulden
Felice Green
Julius Green
Maria Green
Daphne Greenlee
Emma Gresser
JT Griffin
Robin J. Griffin
Tresi  Griffin
Julka Grodel
Bryan Gulick
Michael Gulick
Carol Guthrie
Amanda Gutting
Matthew Haake
Elizabeth Haddad (Fair)
Crystal Hailstorks
Shari Hales
Lalita Hamilton
Robin Hammer
Lana Hampton
Holly Hand
Serenety Hanley
Jessica Hanson
Stephanie Harley
Natasha Harnwell-Davis
Kimberly Harper
Elizabeth Harris
Rachel Harrison
Juanisha Hart
Jacqueline Hawkins
Kristyl Hawkins
Larry Hawkins

Schawntrell Hawkins
Lorraine R. Hawley
Erin Heinerichs
Shuyinthia Hembry
Morgan Hendon
Janet Henner
Marta Hernandez
Cassandra Herring
Cassidy Herrold
Loretta Herrold
William Herrold
Mary Hickey
Fides Hillman
Jennifer Hing
Vanessa Ho
Jennifer Hodge
Lekisha Hodges
Stephanie Hoehn
Matthew Hoffman
Cory Holiday
Jackie Holiday
Nicole Holland
Amelia Holman
Jim Hoover
Brooke Horiuchi
LaShonda Horton
Whitney Hubbard
Lee Hudson
Robyn C. Hudson
Neill Hughes
Roxane H. Hughes
Emily Hunt
Brian Hunter
Kelly Hunter
Teronda Hunter
Elizabeth Ibsen
Margie Ingram
Sarah Inman
Rebecca Isaac
Tiara Jackson
Tyner Jackson
Bridgette Jackson
Alexander Jaffe
Adrianne James
Monica Jannati
Caroline Jarboe
Josh Jaye
Thornett Jennifer

Kristin Jessup
Crystal Jezierski
Diana Jimenez
Alexandra Johnson
Kijana Johnson
Traci Johnson
Judith Johnson
Sadie Jonath
Caroline Jones
Heather Jones
Marriah Jones
Stephanie Jones
Tiffany Jones
Anne Beverly Jones
Elizabeth-Burton Jones
Emily Jordan
Sarah Jorgenson
Dominique Joseph
Sarah E. Juckett
Barbara Jump
Bob Jump
Alexis Kahn
Anna Kain
Pamela Kanstoroom
Alissa Karton
Katie Kellam Moores
Ingrid Kelly
Helene G. Kenny
Margaret Kenny
Vanessa Kermick
Elizabeth Keys
Amy Kilgallin
Elizabeth Killian
Kristyn King
Beverly Kirk
Heather Kliegman
Kristin Koernig
Rebecca Kramer
Rama Krishnan
Diane Kroupa
Celina Kurani
Michael J. Kurka
LeaAnn Kutz
Jacqueline  LaBayne
Carol LaBriola
Melissa Lacijan
Anne Ladewig
Andrew Ladner
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Natalie N. Laing
Naima Laird
Analisa LaMair-Orosco
Dana Landry
Alli Lane
Christa Lanning
Andreina Lara
Cara Lasley
Karen Late
Jenna Laube
Anne Law
Daniela Lawton
Rachel Layher
Sara Ledbetter
Rita Lee
Ciara Levenberry
LaTina Lewis
Melissa Lindsjo
Kimberly Linson
Madeline Livermore
Ellen Locke
Vania Lockett
Kristin Longwood
Carolyn Lowry
Charles Lucas Jr
Jennifer M. MacKay
Kathryn MacLane
Gene Maddux
Maggie Mahfood-Bradley
Matthew Manger
Maria Marks
Diana Marousek
Courtney Marshall
Michael Martin
Tracey Martin
Jessica Martinez
Nychelle Mason
Mary Matos
Charita Matthews
Melvin Maxwell
Patricia Mayes
Catalina McCarthy
Crystal McCliggott
Cori McCowan
Allison McCoy
Sara E. McGanity
Michelle McGowan
Ashlee McIntosh

Catherine McKenzie
Ruth McKey Harmon
Kimberly McLaren
Elizabeth McNeely
Carrie Vicenta Meadows
Stephanie Medina
D’Ann Melnick
Kate Merna
Tessa Merna
Courtney Mesmer
Christian Michael
Kimberly Michel
Barbara Mickits
Shushanna Mignott
Chet I. Miller
Christina Miller
Whitney Miller
Carly Mitchell
Susan Mitchell
Sarah Modica
Khadija Mohamed
Camilla Molica
Kevin Montgomery
Tiffani C. Moore
Carolyn Mora
Genevieve Moreland
Ashley Dawn Moretti
Marcia Morris
Janet P. Morrison
Jessica Mosley
Todd Mullins
Joanna Mulvey
Alison Mundy
Cristina Munteanu
Adrienne Myers
Rosann Ndebumadu
Jerry Needel
John Nelson
Chelsey Newmyer
Tyler Nicholas
Tara Nikituk
Mary Ellen Niles
Michaela Niles
Lauren Niles Whalen
Kendra Nitta
Samuel Nitz
Julie Nolan
Kassi Nopratvarakorn

Danielle Norris
Nancy Novit
Katie Nunner
Beatris O’Connor
Madeline O’Harra
Suzanne O’Malley
Sarah OBrien
Ericka Ochoa
Serene Olin
Alexis Olive
David Oliver
Damon Ollison
Alexis Olmsted
Eric Olson
Alycia Onowho
Antonio Orosco
Hannah Overton
Adeyinka Oyesile Ogunlegan
Daphne Panayotatos
Debra Parker
Jeni Pastier
Christopher Pearson
Geneva Pearson
Julie Perhala
Ricky And Wanda Perry
Brian Pesner
Jania Peter
Krystal Phillips
Catherine Pickels
Yolanda Pina
Jacquelyn Pinckney-Hackett
Nancy Piness
Jennifer Pipa
Charles Pippen
Courtney Pippen
Mike Plant
Jennifer Pope
Jeanne and Richard Porter
Brette Powell
Kimberly Price
Madison Pscheidl
Nangela Pulsfus
Amanda Purcell
Azza Quenawy
Bianca Quilantan
Lisa Raho
Keith Raine
Jennifer Rainey

Mihiri Rajapaksa
Lauren Ramey
Rian Reed
Alissa Reese
Nancy Register
Sabrina Reilly
Mark Reyes
Diana Reynolds
Kathryn Reynolds
Jennifer Rhodan
Justin Rhodes
Ryan Rhodes
Cassidy Ricalde
Anna-Kay Richards
Patricia Richardson
Lorraine Riffle
Anne Riser
Whitney Rivas
R Townsend Robinson
Katherine Rodriguez
Cynde Rogers
Marisa Roman
Meredith Ross
Emily Rouse
Mallory Row
Emily Roy
Nevhiz Russell
Virginia Rynk
Mohamed Saad
Cody Sanders
Shanea Sanders
Shanitra Sanders
Racheal Sawyer
Brittany Sawyer
Kristin Scherago
Katelyn Schocklin
Amelia Schoenbeck
Sarah Scholle
Ann Scoggins
Afi Scope
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